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SCOTTISH OPERA RETURNS TO LAMMERMUIR FESTIVAL THIS SEPTEMBER WITH CONCERT CELEBRATION OF BENJAMIN BRITTEN 

On 11 September, Scottish Opera presents Les Illuminations: Music for Voice and Orchestra at St Mary’s Kirk in Haddington, marking the 50th anniversary of Benjamin Britten’s death. 

Part of the Lammermuir Festival, this performance features exceptional talent from the 2026/27 Scottish Opera Emerging Artists programme: Charlotte Jane Kennedy, Avery Lafrentz, and Charlotte Clapperton. Douglas Boyd, the Artistic Director of Garsington Opera, conducts this talented trio and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. 

The concert opens with Cantus in memoriam Benjamin Britten, written for string orchestra and a single bell by Estonian composer Arvo Pärt, on the day of Britten’s death in 1976. Deeply affected by his hero’s passing, Pärt wrote the piece in his tintinnabulation (the act of ringing a bell) style and drew inspiration from Gregorian chant. 

The programme then moves into three of Britten's most powerful, dramatic, and imaginative works for solo voice: Our Hunting Fathers, Phaedra and Les Illuminations. 

Our Hunting Fathers was Britten's very first song cycle for voice and orchestra, written in 1936. Featuring text written and adapted by poet WH Auden, whom Britten met when both were employed to compose music for films, it has a prominent pacifist theme, strongly condemning war and appealing for peace. 

Phaedra puts a modern psychological spin on the Greek myth about the wife of Theseus, the king of Athens, who fell in love with her stepson Hippolytus, with tragic consequences. Britten wrote Phaedra for British mezzo-soprano, Dame Janet Baker, after hearing her in recital. Scottish Opera shares a special connection with Dame Janet, whose distinguished career includes many unforgettable roles with the Company, including Dido in Berlioz’s The Trojans and Octavian in Strauss’ Der Rosenkavalier. 

Les Illuminations was composed by Britten when he was 25 and explores the themes of love and passion. It features the exhilarating works of French libertine poet, Arthur Rimbaud. First performed in 1940, it is performed in this concert, as originally intended, by a soprano. 

Conductor Douglas Boyd said: ‘My love of opera started as a teenager in Glasgow going to Scottish Opera when the great Sir Alexander Gibson was the Artistic Director. Many years later, opera is still central to my life as Artistic Director of Garsington Opera. It’s a rare treat to be back performing in Scotland. All the works you will hear by another of my heroes, Britten, are like opera scenes, where text, music, and fantasy combine to produce great art.’ 

Lammermuir Festival directors James Waters and Hugh Macdonald added: ‘Scottish Opera has been an important part of the Lammermuir story for many years, and we are thrilled to welcome them back this season. Their tribute to Benjamin Britten brings together three of his most powerful and imaginative works for solo voice with a trio of brilliant young singers in a programme that promises all the intensity, beauty and dramatic insight that make Britten such a compelling composer. It’s a superb programme and we are very much looking forward to sharing it with our Lammermuir Festival audiences.’

Tickets are available now from Britten: Les Illuminations at Lammermuir Festival | Scottish Opera 

Cast List

Conductor 		Douglas Boyd 
Sopranos		Charlotte Jane Kennedy* and Avery Lafrentz*
Mezzo-soprano 	Charlotte Clapperton*

*Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2026/27 

The Orchestra of Scottish Opera

Performance Diary

St Mary's Kirk, Haddington
11 September 2026, 7.30pm
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www.scottishopera.org.uk 

Notes to Editors 
Scottish Opera
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and the largest performing arts organisation in Scotland. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson with the goal ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland, opening with performances of Madama Butterfly and Pelléas et Mélisande. The 2022/23 season marked its 60th Anniversary.
Scottish Opera’s performance repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres, balancing favourites with under-explored works. The Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, together with The Orchestra of Scottish Opera and choruses for each opera. Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a Scottish Award for New Music, Sunday Herald Culture Awards, a 2017 UK Theatre Award, and a 2020 RPS Award. The Company took operas to Brooklyn in 2017 and Adelaide in 2020, and the 2022/23 season saw productions first staged at Scottish Opera appearing in Santa Fe, Madrid, Toulouse, and Los Angeles. The 60th Anniversary Season included the UK fully staged premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar and the Company premiere of Puccini’s Il trittico.
The Company tours extensively across Scotland to ensure performances are within reach of as many of the country’s dispersed population as possible. This is one of the most extensive touring programmes of any European opera company and a much-valued contribution to Scotland’s cultural and artistic life, particularly in remote and island communities.
The Company’s Education & Outreach programme, the oldest in Europe, includes an annual in-person and digital Primary Schools Tour, bringing children the opportunity to perform their own specially commissioned piece alongside professional singers. Around 120 schools and 9,000 pupils take part each year. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive and affordable through availability of free and cheap tickets, as well as performances offering audio description and specially-devised shorter Access performances.
Scottish Opera is committed to making opera for all, presenting opera at the highest possible standards in theatres across the country, outdoors on tour, and digital audiences around the world. The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers, filmed live at Festival Theatre Edinburgh, is available on BBC iPlayer. Scottish Opera’s On Screen productions are available to watch at www.scottishopera.org.uk/what-s-on/opera-on-screen. The collection includes Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Menotti’s The Telephone, The Diary of One Who Disappeared, Mister MacNeep Has Lost His Sheep, and Samuel Bordoli and Jenni Fagan’s The Narcissistic Fish.
Renowned for their flexibility and craftsmanship, Scottish Opera productions are frequently presented by opera houses across the globe. Two of our 60th Anniversary productions were presented by Welsh National Opera: Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar is in Cardiff, Llandudno, Bristol, Plymouth, Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Southampton from September to November 2023. Puccini’s Il trittico was presented in Cardiff in June 2024.
Following on from a run at the Opera Comique in Paris, Detroit Opera performed our 2019 production of Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves in April 2024 (having just presented Ainadamar). In addition, our 2014 production of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale was performed twice in Canada: at Vancouver Opera in February 2024, and at Canadian Opera Company in Toronto in April and May 2024.
Scottish Opera is supported by the Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact:
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
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