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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY BRINGS TO LIFE THE WORKS OF ICONIC JAPANESE ARTIST KATSUSHIKA HOKUSAI IN AN EXHIBITION PRESENTED ALONGSIDE SCOTTISH OPERA’S WORLD PREMIERE PRODUCTION OF THE GREAT WAVE 

This February, a special exhibition of works by iconic Japanese artist Katsushika Hokusai will run alongside performances of Dai Fujikura’s The Great Wave in Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

Digital x Hokusai in Scotland: The Life of Hokusai is a unique opportunity in Scotland to see digital representations of sketches, paintings and manga by an artist who redefined Japanese painting and printmaking. Free and open to the public, it will be staged in the foyer areas of Theatre Royal Glasgow (11-14 February) and Festival Theatre Edinburgh (19-21 February).

The exhibited works are reproductions from digital data, and unlike exhibitions of originals, visitors can view them up close in a brightly lit environment. Delving into the art behind the opera, this is a visual prelude to the production, taking audiences further into Hokusai’s world. 
The exhibition features approximately 50 digital representations of Hokusai’s art, from museums and collections (including those privately owned) all over Japan including The Hokusai-kan Museum, Shimane Art Museum, and Yamanashi Prefectural Museum. Many of these feature in the opera itself, which tells the story behind Hokusai and his world-famous woodblock print ‘The Great Wave off Kanagawa’.

Presented by NTT ArtTechnology, it is supported by Scottish Opera, NTT EAST, Bunkamura, KAJIMOTO, Ars Techne, Designito, Daisuke Mukai and with the co-operation of Yukihiro Nakayama, curator at Japan’s Hokusai-kan Museum. 

NTT ArtTechnology, which for this project collaborated with The Great Wave’s visionary director, Satoshi Miyagi, has produced several ‘Digital x Hokusai’ exhibits all over Japan and worked with major exhibits internationally. 
	 
Manabu Kunieda, President & CEO of NTT ArtTechnology said: ‘About 80 works have been selected from Hokusai’s entire career, to go along with each scene of The Great Wave, ranging from his debut to his later years. So that visitors to the opera can also enjoy these, about 50 pieces will be exhibited at the theatres, and some of these are important works in Hokusai’s career that do not appear in the production. 
‘By digitizing Hokusai’s works, to preserve them for posterity and find new ways to appreciate Hokusai’s works using digital technology, the ‘Digital x Hokusai’ project is being launched. We hope you enjoy this unique digital art experience.’ 
Satoshi Miyagi, director of The Great Wave said: ‘The first half of The Great Wave features Hokusai’s famous woodblock prints, and how the Prussian Blue pigment allowed him to create the most iconic work, ‘The Great Wave off Kanagawa.’ At this time Hokusai was already over 70 years old, yet he continued creating for around 20 more years. The second half introduces the period when he dedicated himself to hand-painted works. Unlike prints, these artworks are unique and not widely known throughout the world. I felt that these portray the process in which Hokusai attained enlightenment, which is what I am trying to convey in my staging, and I hope you might see this also through this exhibit. I believe this exhibit will reveal a new world of Hokusai.’ 

Hokusai began painting aged six, and he is best known for his woodblock print The Great Wave off Kanagawa. It is estimated he produced over 30,000 art works during his 90 years, with his prolific output including paintings, illustrations, sketches, and woodblock prints. A studio fire destroyed much of his work in 1839. 

The Great Wave, a co-production with KAJIMOTO, and conducted by Scottish Opera Music Director, Stuart Stratford, interweaves the personal family narrative of Hokusai and his daughter Ōi, two generations of artists who redefined Japanese painting and printmaking. 

Blending contemporary opera and traditional Japanese musical elements, including the rich historic sounds of a shakuhachi-flute, The Great Wave uncovers the story of Hokusai’s universally recognised masterpiece – arguably the most reproduced artwork ever that even resulted in an emoji. Supported by the Agency of Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan and Japan Arts Council, it explores the artistic genius, financial struggles, and illicit trade that inspired Hokusai’s art. 

The Great Wave is also supported by The Alexander Gibson Circle, Bernard & Jane Nelson, The Great Wave Syndicate, The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation, The Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation, The Japan Society of Scotland, and Scottish Opera’s New Commissions Circle. 
For more information about Digital x Hokusai in Scotland: The Life of Hokusai exhibition opening times, and The Great Wave, visit The Great Wave | Scottish Opera
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www.scottishopera.org.uk
You can follow Scottish Opera on BlueSky, Instagram, Facebook, Tik-Tok and You Tube @ScottishOpera 

Creative team 
Conductor				Stuart Stratford
Director				Satoshi Miyagi
Scenographer				Junpei Kiz
Costume Designer			Kayo Takahashi Deschene
Lighting Designer			Yuka Hisamatsu
Props Designer			Eri Fukasawa
Video Designer 			Sho Yamaguchi
Choreographer			Akiko Kitamura 		 

Cast 
[bookmark: _Hlk216772675]Katsushika Hokusai 			Daisuke Ohyama
Katsushika Ōi				Julieth Lozano Rolong
Mr Tozaki / Nishimura Yohachi	Shengzhi Ren
Eirakuya Tōshirō / Takai Kōzan        Edward Hawkins 
Koto 					Chloe Harris**
Hokusai’s Grandson			Luvo Maranti*
Dr Philipp Franz von Siebold              Collin Shay

**Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024–26
*Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2025/26

Performance Diary

Theatre Royal Glasgow  
12 & 14 February 2026, 7.15pm  

Festival Theatre Edinburgh  
19 & 21 February 7.15pm   
 
Pre-show talks  
14 & 21 February 
 
Audio description / Touch Tours  
14 & 21 February 

Notes to Editors

Dai Fujikura biography
Dai Fujikura is a London-based composer that was born in Osaka, Japan in 1977. He moved to the UK at fifteen and studied under Sir George Benjamin.
In 2020, Fujikura's opera "A Dream of Armageddon," based on H.G. Wells' story of the same name, premiered at the New National Theatre Tokyo and was widely acclaimed. That same year, his Fourth Piano Concerto, "Akiko's Piano," commemorated the 75th anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing and was released by Sony Music. His work "Entwine" has been performed by orchestras including the WDR Sinfonieorchester Köln and the New York Philharmonic.
His orchestral work “Wavering World,” was commissioned and performed by the Seattle Symphony, Pacific Philharmonia Tokyo, Musikalische Akademie des Nationaltheater-Orchesters Mannheim, and the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.
His music theatre piece "Metamorphosis of a Living Room," in collaboration with theatre director Toshiki Okada, was commissioned and staged by Wiener Festwochen, and has been staged in Austria, Germany, Holland, Japan and Korea.
Fujikura has presented three operas: "SOLARIS" (2015), co-commissioned by the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, the Opéra de Lausanne, and the Opéra de Lille; "The Gold-Bug" (2018), commissioned by Theatre Basel; and "A Dream of Armageddon" commissioned by New National Theatre Tokyo (2020).
His collaborations span various genres, working with artists like Ryuichi Sakamoto and David Sylvian. For the film "Mitsubachi to Enrai" (LISTEN TO THE UNIVERSE), he composed "Spring and Asura."
Fujikura has composed for traditional Japanese instruments as well as European period instruments. Since 2017 he has been the Artistic Director of the Born Creative Festival at Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre. He also curated concerts at La Folle Journée au Japon in 2016 and 2019. 
His music has been recorded on labels such as NMC, Kairos, Sony Music, and Fujikura’s own record label, Minabel Records. He has received numerous prestigious awards, including the Ivor Novello Award and the Silver Lion from the Venice Biennale.
His works are published by Ricordi Berlin.

Harry Ross biography
Harry Ross is multidisciplinary artist, writer, and producer working across opera, public realm projects, and socially engaged performance. He collaborates with Dai Fujikura as librettist and lyricist (A Dream of Armageddon, The Great Wave) and has directed or produced work for ROH2, Spoleto Festival (Italy), Shakespeare’s Globe, The British Council, The National Archives, and National Trust. He was the founding producer of Secret Cinema’s immersive theatrical experiences and produced RPS award winning London Contemporary Orchestra’s site-responsive concerts.
From 2021-24 he led the British Army’s Art and Engagement programme in Scotland, earning a Fringe First and the Scottish Arts Club Award for best Scottish Production. He currently serves in the British Army Reserve as a Specialist Advisor in creative production. He is a Visiting Research Fellow at the Veterans and Families Institute at Anglia Ruskin University, Visiting Lecturer at Moray School of Art, University of the Highlands and Islands and Expert in Residence at the Practitioners Hub of The Alan Turing Institute, the UK’s national institute for data science and artificial intelligence.
Harry is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, Society of Scottish Antiquaries, Royal Society for Public Health and Member of the British Computer Society. He volunteers as a member of the City of Edinburgh’s Slavery and Colonialism Legacy Review Implementation Group and sings in his local parish church choir. He runs the creative studio O’NeillRoss & Associates from Glasgow with his wife Helen; and he has three grown-up children: Charlie who is an artist, Eugenia who is studying environmental geoscience and Theo who is studying music and filmmaking. He is proud to have followed in the footsteps of his parents, Rowan, a retired headteacher and Ian, a retired Army officer, by contributing to both education and defence while maintaining his career as a creative artist.
 
Scottish Opera 
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland.’ Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera. 
Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible.
The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core.
Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere.

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
[image: http://sentpressrelease.com/pressrelease/image/111220/TmV3IFNjb3R0aXNoIEdvdmVybm1lbnQgTG9nby5wbmc=] 
For additional press details please contact:
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk

NTT ArtTechnology Corporation 
NTT ArtTechnology was founded in December 2020 as a subsidiary of Japanese telecommunications company NTT, to specialise in the culture and arts sector, with a focus on the revitalisation of remote communities and the preservation of Japanese cultural assets. Utilising their vast technology, the company has digitalized numerous precious art and artifacts and produced events and activities all over Japan as well as internationally. The organisation also manages the NTT International Communication Centre located in Tokyo to present exhibits throughout the year. 
www.ntt-arttechnology.com 
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