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PRESS RELEASE
 
20 August 2026

SCOTTISH OPERA TOURS NEW PRODUCTION OF HUMPERDINCK’S ENCHANTING HANSEL & GRETEL TO 34 LOCATIONS ACROSS SCOTLAND  
This Season, Scottish Opera is bringing a new staged production of Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hansel & Gretel the length and breadth of Scotland, with local children having the special chance to perform in the production in some of the locations. 

As part of the Company’s commitment to bringing opera right across Scotland, this Opera On Your Doorstep tour, directed by Lucy Bradley, visits 34 locations around Scotland in Autumn 2026 and Spring 2027. 

The Music Director/Pianists José Javier Ucendo and Alistair Burton (Scottish Opera 2026/27 Emerging Artists) are joined Charlotte Clapperton, Charlotte Jane Kennedy and Avery Lafrentz who are also Emerging Artists. Also in the cast are Melissa Gregory, Holly Teague, Rosie Lavery, Alexey Gusev, Ross Cumming, Emily Wishart and Audrey Tsang. 

Based on the classic children’s fairytale written by The Brothers Grimm, but with a more family-friendly plot, Hansel & Gretel is sung in English from a translation by David Pountney. The brother and sister are sent to the darkening forest by their mother to find strawberries for dinner, meeting fairytale characters along the way, including a sinister witch who lives in a gingerbread house. 

Set in contemporary Scotland with designs by Janis Hart, this production tells the story of a family who exist on the edges of society and trying to hold on in a difficult time. 

Tickets are now on sale for the Autumn Tour, which runs from 8 October to 14 November, and visits Stirling, Peebles, Duns, Maybole, St Andrews, Glengarnock, Seil, Bowmore, Campbeltown, Strontian, Pitlochry, Ullapool, Benbecula, Portree, Beauly, Lossiemouth, and Stranraer.

The Spring 2027 Tour is from 2 February to 13 March, visiting Greenock, Cumnock, Dumfries, Kelso, Langholm, Linlithgow, Mid Yell, Lerwick, Peterhead, Newtonmore, Arisaig, Gairloch, Kinlochbervie, Thurso, Tain, Aboyne, and Dundee. Tickets will go on sale this Winter. 

Director Lucy Bradley said: ‘Hansel & Gretel brings audiences into a world of magic and wonder. This production is about the joy of play, the power of imagination, and the resilience of children. It also explores a family re-connecting with nature and each other and there might be a Tunnock’s tea cake or two. 

‘Hansel & Gretel is such a brilliant starting point for anyone new to opera, full of wonderful music, fantastical characters and magic. Sung in English, and with such a familiar story it is a hugely accessible piece, performed by a talented ensemble of performers; Scottish audiences are in for a special treat this autumn.’ 

Hansel & Gretel is kindly supported by Friends of Scottish Opera, The Scottish Opera Endowment Trust and Laidlaw Opera Trust. 

Tickets are on sale now at Touring Scotland: Hansel & Gretel | Opera On Your Doorstep | Scottish Opera 

www.scottishopera.org.uk 

You can follow Scottish Opera on Bluesky, Facebook, TikTok, YouTube and Instagram @ScottishOpera 

Cast and creative team 

Director			Lucy Bradley 
Music Director/Pianist		José Javier Ucendo (Autumn) & Alistair Burton* (Spring) 
Designer			Janis Hart
Hansel				Charlotte Clapperton* (Autumn 2026) & Melissa Gregory 
(Spring 2027) 
Gretel				Charlotte Jane Kennedy* (Autumn) & Holly Teague 
(Spring) 
Gertrude (Mother) / Witch	Avery Lafrentz* (Autumn) & Rosie Lavery (Spring)
Peter (Father)			Alexey Gusev (Autumn) & Ross Cumming (Spring)
Sandman / Dew Fairy		Emily Wishart (Autumn) & Audrey Tsang (Spring) 

*Scottish Opera 2026/27 Emerging Artist

Performance Diary

Autumn 2026 Tour  
 
Macrobert Arts Centre, Stirling
Thursday 8 October, 7pm

Eastgate Theatre, Peebles 
Saturday 10 October, 7pm 

Duns Volunteer Hall
Tuesday 13 October, 7pm 

Maybole Town Hall
Thursday 15 October, 7pm
The Byre Theatre, St Andrews
Saturday 17 October, 7pm 

Garnock Community Campus, Glengarnock 
Tuesday 20 October, 7pm 

Seil Community Hall 
Thursday 22 October, 7pm

Islay High School, Bowmore 
Saturday 24 October, 7pm 

Victoria Hall, Campbeltown
Tuesday 27 October, 7pm 

The Sunart Centre, Strontian
Thursday 29 October, 7pm

Pitlochry Festival Theatre
Saturday 31 October, 7pm

Macphail Centre, Ullapool 
Tuesday 3 November, 7pm 

Sgoil Lionacleit, Isle of Benbecula
Thursday 5 November, 7pm 

Portree Community Centre, Isle of Skye 
Saturday 7 November, 7pm 

Phipps Hall, Beauly 
Tuesday 10 November, 7pm

Lossiemouth Town Hall 
Thursday 12 November, 7pm 

Ryan Centre, Stranraer 
Saturday 14 November, 7pm

Spring 2027 Tour

2 February - 13 March
Touring to Greenock, Cumnock, Dumfries, Kelso, Langholm, Linlithgow, Mid Yell, Lerwick, Peterhead, Newtonmore, Arisaig, Gairloch, Kinlochbervie, Thurso, Tain, Aboyne, and Dundee.
On sale Winter 2026. (Dumfries already on sale.) 

Scottish Opera  
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland.’ Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera.  
Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible. 
The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core. 
Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere. 

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact: Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
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