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NINE EMERGING ARTISTS JOIN SCOTTISH OPERA FOR THE 2025/26 SEASON

Scottish Opera welcomes a talented group of Emerging Artists for 2025/26, with baritone Daniel Barrett, tenor Luvo Maranti, repetiteur Toby Stanford, casting officer Joseph Hookway and wigs trainee Mia Newman joining the Company. Returning for a second Season are soprano Kira Kaplan, mezzo-soprano Chloe Harris, bass-baritone Edward Jowle and repetiteur Meghan Rhoades. 

The Scottish Opera Emerging Artists programme, launched in 2009, offers promising talent a period of full-time work with the Company to help launch their careers. They have opportunities to work on and perform in Scottish Opera live productions and tours throughout the Season, including Tchaikovsky’s Heroines & Heroes, The Great Wave and The Marriage of Figaro, as well as work in-house with staff and visiting coaches to develop their skills. They are supported by Scottish Opera’s Emerging Artist Benefactors, and Elizabeth Salvesen. 

The singers have already appeared this Season in the acclaimed double-bill performances of L’heure espagnole & The Bear, in Lammermuir, Glasgow and Edinburgh and the Autumn Opera Highlights tour, with a packed schedule ahead of them. 

Initially set up to nurture outstanding early career singers, the Emerging Artists programme this year includes positions for repetiteurs, and for the very first time, a casting officer and wigs trainee. 

Joseph, the casting officer, works closely with Scottish Opera’s Head of Casting, Sarah-Jane Davies and the wider Music and Planning Department to help deliver both the current and upcoming Seasons. This involves a mix of creative and administrative responsibilities such as collating and identifying artists for future productions, supporting the Emerging Artist singers and joining the panel for auditions.

Casting an opera is a collaborative process that begins with understanding the artistic and vocal requirements of each production. It involves close discussion across the Creative and Music Teams to bring together exceptional artists who will excite and move audiences.  

Joseph said that it is ‘a privilege to work for a national company and to learn from such an experienced and supportive team.’ He added: ‘I’m excited to play a part in shaping future Seasons and supporting the incredible artists who bring these productions to life.’ 

Mia, the wigs trainee, has the chance to do hands on training in all areas of the Wigs and Make up department, headed by Laurie Rankin, and work on Scottish Opera’s upcoming productions. She has already refined her knotting skills and made facial hair for La bohème, is learning how to dress men’s 18th Century wigs for The Marriage of Figaro and will supervise on Opera Highlights in Autumn 2026.

A record number of applications was received for this Season’s Emerging Artist programme, with 360 people in total getting in touch. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212106642][bookmark: _Hlk208841294]Fiona MacSherry, Head of Music at Scottish Opera said: ‘I am delighted to welcome our new Emerging Artist repetiteur, Toby Stanford. Toby will be joining Meghan Rhoades who returns for a second year. 

‘They have interesting and challenging repertoire to tackle this Season. Meghan worked on the Opera Highlights tour in the autumn, and the double bill of L’heure espagnole & The Bear. They were repetiteur on the world premiere of The Great Wave, and the Tristan und Isolde concert performances. 

‘Toby is Music Director on the Spring Opera Highlights tour and worked on La bohème, and Tchaikovsky’s Heroines & Heroes concert. Both will be involved in Sir Thomas Allen’s production of The Marriage of Figaro at the end of the Season. It’s an exciting year ahead for their development.’ 

Sarah-Jane Davies, Head of Casting at Scottish Opera said: ‘I am thrilled to welcome Joseph Hookway, Daniel Barrett and Luvo Maranti to our Emerging Artist programme, along with Kira Kaplan, Chloe Harris, and Edward Jowle, who are returning for a second Season. Audiences have recently seen Kira, Chloe and Edward in our UK Theatre Award-nominated double bill of Trial by Jury & A Matter of Misconduct!, and in last Season’s production of Albert Herring. Chloe, Luvo, Daniel and Edward starred in our much-praised opera in concert performances of L’heure espagnole & The Bear. 

‘Chloe and Luvo have been on the road with Opera Highlights and are currently appearing in Dai Fujikura’s The Great Wave. Kira is part of the Spring Opera Highlights tour, as is Daniel, who appeared in Tchaikovsky’s Heroines & Heroes concert in December. Edward was in our 5-star production of La bohème, has a small role in Tristan und Isolde, and we are thrilled that he will be taking on the title role in The Marriage of Figaro, which is a huge moment in any opera singer’s career. 

‘Indeed, all the Emerging Artists will variously have opportunity for performances in The Marriage of Figaro. 

‘Joseph, in the newly created role of casting officer, has already provided invaluable support helping us find and select the very best talent for our productions, and will coordinate the diaries of his fellow Emerging Artists.’ 

Previous Emerging Artists include soprano Jennifer France, baritone Ben McAteer, repetiteur Jonathon Swinard, and composers Gareth Williams and Lliam Paterson. 

More information is available from Emerging Artists | Scottish Opera 

Biographies

Daniel Barrett – Baritone
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2025/26
Praised for his ‘athletic baritone with bags of personality’ (Opera Magazine 2024), Daniel is a baritone from Glasgow and a graduate of the Royal College of Music Opera Studio. Daniel is an associate artist with the Josephine Baker Trust and a Samling Artist, as well as a 2025 Alvarez Emerging Artist. Daniel won the 2025 Brooks van der Pump English Song Competition and claimed second prize in the 2025 AESS Patricia Routledge competition. In 2022 Daniel won first prize at the RCM’s Lieder Competition, claiming the Ted Moss and Bertha Taylor-Sach Prize; he claimed third prize in RCM’s Brooks van der Pump English Song competition 2022 and third prize in the Lies Askonas Competition Finals 2023. Daniel was an Atelier Lyrique singer at the Verbier Festival.
Scottish Opera appearances: Ramiro L’heure espagnole, Grigory Stepanovich Smirnov The Bear, Tchaikovsky’s Heroines & Heroes (Scottish Opera), Opera Highlights Spring 2026. 
Operatic engagements include: Sam Un ballo in maschera (Verbier Festival); Figaro The Barber of Seville (Opera Holland Park); Il conte Le nozze di Figaro, Danilo The Merry Widow, The Clock L'enfant et les sortilèges, The Cat La bella dormente nel bosco, Jupiter Orpheus in the Underworld (RCM).
Future engagements include: The Count The Marriage of Figaro 

Chloe Harris – Mezzo-soprano
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024-26
Chloe is a graduate of the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music and the RAM Opera School. Roles include Nancy Albert Herring, Baba the Turk The Rake’s Progress, Marcellina Le nozze di Figaro, Clarina Il cambiale di matrimonio, Public Opinion Orphée aux enfers, and The Second Fairy The Selfish Giant (world premiere). In Australia, Chloe is an Associate Artist through Melbourne Opera’s Richard Divall Emerging Artists Programme and was a Melba Opera Trust Artist. In 2023, she received the Opera Foundation for young Australians Lady Galleghan London Award and Help Musicians Sybil Tutton Opera Award. Chloe was a 2024 Garsington Opera Alvarez Young Artist, performing in the chorus and covering Marcellina Le nozze di Figaro, and covering Moon Queen A Trip to the Moon.
Scottish Opera appearances: Nancy Albert Herring, Opera Highlights Autumn 2025, Opera Highlights Spring 2025, Nancy, Counsel for the Plaintiff Trial by Jury, Cherry Penistone A Matter of Misconduct! (world premiere), Yelena Ivanovna Popova The Bear, Koto The Great Wave. 
Future engagements include: Cherubino The Marriage of Figaro (Scottish Opera).

Joseph Hookway – Casting officer 
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2025-26 
Joseph Hookway joins Scottish Opera as the inaugural Emerging Artist: Casting Officer for the 2025/26 Season. 
A graduate of both the Royal Academy of Music and the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Joseph studied with Richard Berkeley-Steele and James Baillieu and benefited from the mentorship of internationally renowned Scottish mezzo-soprano Karen Cargill.
Originally training as a tenor, Joseph has performed with Opera Holland Park, British Youth Opera, the Alexander Gibson Opera School, and the Scottish Chamber Orchestra Chorus, and was a member of both the Glyndebourne Academy and Glyndebourne Youth Opera.
Alongside his performing work, Joseph has established a strong foundation in artistic planning and administration, holding roles such as Concerts and Prizes Administrator at the Royal Academy of Music, Community Engagement Programme Manager for The Bach Choir, and House Manager at St James’s Piccadilly. In these positions, he has supported concert programming, project delivery, and audience engagement, developing a nuanced understanding of the creative and logistical dimensions of the performing arts. 
Joseph is passionate about discovering and supporting artists at all stages of their careers, fostering creative and interdisciplinary collaboration, and broadening access to classical music through imaginative programming and innovative casting. He brings to Scottish Opera a distinctive blend of musical insight, administrative expertise, and a deep commitment to artist development - reflecting his belief in the power of opera to connect communities and tell human stories. 

Edward Jowle – Bass-baritone
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024-26
Edward grew up in Derbyshire and is a graduate of the RCM Opera Studio. He is a former Emerging Artist with English Touring Opera and Longborough Festival Opera, a Samling Artist and an alumnus of the Verbier Festival Atelier Lirique. A prize-winner of the 2021 Cesti Competition, he was also a finalist in the 2021 Kathleen Ferrier Awards and the winner of the 2022 Somerset Song Prize. 
Scottish Opera appearances: PC Budd Albert Herring, cover and Access Pasquale Don Pasquale, Stage Technician / Doctor The Makropulos Affair, Usher Trial by Jury, Hugo Cheeseman A Matter of Misconduct!, Don Iñigo Gomez L’heure espagnole, Luka The Bear, Schaunard La bohème
Operatic engagements include: Zoroastro Orlando (Les Musiciens du Louvre); Snout / Coridon The Fairy Queen (Longborough); Emireno Ottone, Gubetta Lucrezia Borgia, Lesbo Agrippina, cover Achilla Giulio Cesare, cover Nick Shadow The Rake’s Progress (ETO); Colline La bohème (Verbier); Guglielmo Così fan tutte (Diva Opera); Polyphemus Acis and Galatea (Ryedale Festival); Papageno Die Zauberflöte, Garibaldo Rodelinda, Steward Flight (RCM).
Future engagements include: A Steersman Tristan und Isolde, Cover Hokusai The Great Wave, Figaro The Marriage of Figaro (Scottish Opera).

Kira Kaplan – Soprano 
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024-26
Kira was a NOS Global Talent Young Artist. She recently won the Career Bridges Grant Competition. She is a three-time Regional Finalist and District Winner of the Metropolitan Opera Laffont Council Auditions and First Place Winner of the 2022 Camille Coloratura Competition’s Artist Division. Previous roles include Madame Herz Impresario, Le Feu L’enfant et les sortilèges, and Anne Truelove The Rake’s Progress. Young Artist engagements include work with Finger Lakes Opera (Tomita Young Artist), Brevard Music Center (Janiec Young Artist), Hawaii Performing Arts Festival, Ohio Light Opera, and Villa Nigra Opera Festival. 
Scottish Opera appearances: Miss Wordsworth Albert Herring, Cover and Access Norina Don Pasquale, The Puccini Collection 2024, Opera Highlights 2025, Plaintiff Trial by Jury, Sylvia Lawless A Matter of Misconduct! (world premiere), Cover and Access Musetta La bohème, Opera Highlights Spring 2026
Operatic engagements include: Donna Anna Don Giovanni (Waterperry); title role Alcina, Emily Webb Our Town, Fiordiligi Così fan tutte, and Diana If I Were You (Boston Opera Institute).
Future engagements include: Susannah The Marriage of Figaro (Scottish Opera).

Luvo Maranti – Tenor
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2025/26
Luvo is a South African tenor whose career highlights include appearances in Cape Town Opera productions, winning first prize in the Voices of South Africa International Competition, reaching the quarterfinals of the 2023 Operalia Competition, and performing leading roles in Europe and the USA. A 2024/25 National Opera Studio alumnus and founder of the Luvo Maranti Arts Scholarship in 2022, he holds a Diploma in Music Performance from the University of Cape Town and is a recipient of The Drake Calleja Scholarship.
Scottish Opera appearances: Gonzalve L’heure espagnole, Opera Highlights Autumn 2025, Hokusai’s Grandson The Great Wave. 
Operatic engagements include: chorus Macbeth and Don Pasquale (West Green Opera); Hoffmann Les contes d’Hoffmann (Opera UCT, International Lyric Academy / Opera Carolina); Ildamaro Dalinda (world premiere), Hendrik Cesars Sara Baartman (Opera UCT); Rinuccio Gianni Schicci (International Lyric Academy); Gherardo Gianni Schicchi (Operatunity South Africa).
Future engagements include: Don Basilio and Don Curzio The Marriage of Figaro (Scottish Opera).

Mia Newman – Elizabeth Salvesen wigs trainee 2025-26 
Mia is a wigs, hair and makeup artist from Somerset who trained at Arts University Bournemouth, graduating with an Honours Degree in Make-up for Media and Performance. She began her career in fashion and editorial, working with brands such as Debenhams and NYX, before discovering her true passion for theatre, wigs, film and television through her training. Shortly after graduating, Mia secured the role of Wigs Trainee at Scottish Opera, where she continues to develop her craft and refine her skills within a professional and creative environment. Mia is excited to contribute her dedication to Scottish Opera, while continuing to learn and grow as part of their team.

Meghan Rhoades – Repetiteur 
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2024-26
Meghan is a second-year Emerging Artist at Scottish Opera, where they have served as a repetiteur and coach on the Company’s 2025/26 Autumn Double Bill (L’heure espagnole / The Bear), Music Director / Pianist on the Autumn 2025 Opera Highlights Tour, and 2024/25 productions including The Puccini Collection, The Makropulos Affair, The Strauss Collection, Trial by Jury, and A Matter of Misconduct! (world premiere). Prior to arriving at Scottish Opera, Meghan was a GSMD Opera Studies student where they served as a rehearsal pianist and vocal coach for Alcina, A Star Next to the Moon, and Opera Scenes showcases. Meghan served as repetiteur for La bohème (Music Academy of the West) and A Little Night Music (Louisiana State University), Music Director for Amahl and the Night Visitors (Music On Site), and rehearsal pianist / vocal coach for Die Zauberflöte (Trentino Music Festival). As an LSU Graduate Assistant, Meghan worked with vocalists and instrumentalists in lessons, studio classes, recitals, and recordings and served as pianist for LSU’s Contemporary New Music Ensemble, which performed at Carnegie Hall in April 2022.

Toby Stanford – Repetiteur 
Scottish Opera Emerging Artist 2025/26
Toby is a collaborative pianist, coach, and composer in demand across the UK, Europe, and Canada. His work spans opera, art song, and contemporary music. Reading Music at the University of Oxford, he held the Repetiteur Scholarship with New Chamber Opera, served as Music Director of Oxford Contemporary Opera, and was awarded first prize in the OUMS Composition Competition. He continued his studies at the GSMD, where he was the recipient of numerous accolades including the Tracey Chadwell Memorial Prize and the Jubilee Piano Accompaniment Prize. He was a member of Graham Johnson’s Song Guild and attended the Franz-Schubert-Institut in Baden-bei-Wien, where he worked with leading artists in Lieder. In 2024–25, Toby held a place on the Piano-Vocal Arts Residency offered by McGill University / Université de Montréal. As a composer, Toby’s music has been performed by ensembles including RedNote, CHROMA, and the Oxford University Sinfonietta. His song cycle When I Was A Boy I Lived Like Water, written with poet Cyrus Larcombe-Moore, was premiered to critical acclaim in Montréal and Belfast with further performances scheduled across the UK. 
www.scottishopera.org.uk 

PHOTO: Scottish Opera Emerging Artists (l to r) Toby Stanford, Joseph Hookway, Chloe Harris, Mia Newman, Edward Jowle, Luvo Maranti, Daniel Barrett, Meghan Rhodes and Kira Kaplan. (Credit Kirsty Anderson.) 

Notes to Editors

Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’. Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera. 

Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible.

The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core.

Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere.

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact the Scottish Opera press office: 
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk 
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