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FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY IN EDINBURGH THIS
DECEMBER, SCOTTISH OPERA PRESENTS 
TCHAIKOVSKY: HEROINES & HEROES AS OPERA IN CONCERT 

The richly drawn and complex female characters from three of Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s greatest works take centre stage on 10 December at Usher Hall Edinburgh, as Scottish Opera Music 
Director Stuart Stratford conducts Heroines & Heroes. 

Featuring highlights from Eugene Onegin, Iolanta and the Company premiere of The Maid of 
Orleans, this concert offers audiences the chance to discover his music beyond The Nutcracker,
exploring his distinctive blend of French and German influences with Russian traditions. 

The cast includes Lauren Fagan, who last performed with Scottish Opera in the 2022, five-star production of Ainadamar, Josef Jeongmeen Ahn (Doctor Malatesta in last year’s Don Pasquale), Natalia Kutateladze and Robert Lewis in their Company debuts.

The three operas span Tchaikovsky’s entire creative arc. Eugene Onegin, adapted from Pushkin’s classic verse novel centres on the tragic tale of young country girl Tatyana, who is introduced to the arrogant Eugene Onegin. She is besotted and confesses her love, only to be rejected and humiliated, with devastating consequences for all involved. Tchaikovsky’s soaring score is the most radiant of Russian lyric operas. 

Iolanta was the last opera Tchaikovsky composed and is a dreamlike fairy tale of a princess who has been blind from birth and hidden from the world in an isolated rose garden by her father, King René. He hopes that her sight can be returned by a famous physician, as only then will Iolanta meet her fiancé, Robert of Burgundy. However, Robert has fallen in love with another princess and wants to end their engagement, but his friend Vaudemont falls for Iolanta, who reciprocates his love, and her blindness is cured. This is a deeply moving exploration of awakening and transformation.

The Maid of Orleans is based on the play of the same name by Friedrich Schiller and is a romantic retelling of the story of Joan of Arc, the 15th century historical figure and national heroine of France. In the opera, Joan’s resolve is tested when she falls in love with the enemy knight, Lionel, and she is torn between him and her divine mission to defeat the invading English army.  This lesser-known work receives its Scottish Opera premiere with the last staging occurring in Scotland when the Bolshoi Opera toured in 1990.

Stuart Stratford, who studied conducting at the at the Saint Petersburg State Conservatoire, Symphonic and Operatic Conducting Faculty with the legendary teacher, Ilya Aleksandrovich Musin and is celebrating his 10th Year as Music Director with Scottish Opera said: ‘Having trained in St Petersburg, the music of Tchaikovsky has always held a special place for me. 

‘Eugene Onegin is rightly viewed as his lyric masterpiece, while his last opera, Iolanta, showcases Tchaikovsky’s wonderful gift of melodic line. The Maid of Orleans demonstrates his sublime vocal writing, culminating in an exquisite duet for baritone and mezzo-soprano.’ 

Scottish Opera last performed a mainstage production of Eugene Onegin in 2018, whilst Iolanta featured in the 2017/18 Season Opera in Concert Series. The Maid of Orleans premiere adds to Scottish Opera’s commitment to presenting rarely heard musical gems. 

[bookmark: _Hlk208303812]Tickets start from just £18 and with 40% of seats priced under £40, £15 are tickets available for under-26s and students at every performance. Free tickets are also available for schools, colleges, and community groups. 

The Opera in Concert series continues in March with Wagner’s epic story of love, lust and death, Tristan und Isolde, with two performances only at Theatre Royal Glasgow and Usher Hall Edinburgh. Stuart Stratford conducts The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and the director is Justin Way. 

The cast includes Gwyn Hughes Jones (Tosca 2019) as Tristan and Annemarie Kremer makes her anticipated Scottish Opera debut as Isolde. 

Tchaikovsky: Heroines & Heroes and Tristan und Isolde are supported by The Scottish Opera Endowment Trust and Friends of Scottish Opera. 

Tickets are available from www.scottishopera.org.uk 

Tchaikovsky: Heroines & Heroes cast and creative team

Conductor Stuart Stratford 
Soprano Lauren Fagan
Mezzo-soprano Natalia Kutateladze
Tenor Robert Lewis
Baritone Josef Jeongmeen Ahn

Performance Diary 

Usher Hall, Edinburgh 
10 December 7.30pm 

-ENDS-
www.scottishopera.org.uk 
You can follow Scottish Opera on BlueSky, Facebook, Instagram, You Tube and Tik-Tok @ScottishOpera 

Notes to Editors
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland’. Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera. 

Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible.

The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core.

Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere.

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact the Scottish Opera press office: 
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk 
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