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SCOTTISH OPERA’S AWARD-WINNING ANIMATED FILM JOSEFINE NOW AVAILABLE TO WATCH FOR FREE ONLINE

Scottish Opera is delighted to invite audiences everywhere to meet Josefine, the UK’s first newly commissioned opera made specifically for animation. The film is now available to watch, free of charge, on the Company’s YouTube channel.

The 14-minute film, made in partnership with Maestro Broadcasting, is a perfect bite-sized introduction to opera, available for audiences to watch whenever and wherever they wish. It weaves together music, dance, and animation to inspire and entertain audiences of all ages, making it an ideal opera experience for the entire family. The project reflects Scottish Opera's ongoing commitment to finding innovative ways to present the art form beyond the traditional stage setting, giving viewers front-row access to a world-class artistic experience from the comfort of home. 

Adapting Franz Kafka’s 1924 short story, ‘Josefine the Singer’, through a unique blend of operatic performance and contemporary animation, the film features music by Samuel Bordoli, a libretto co-authored by director Antonia Bain, and animation led by Sophie Bird.

The soundtrack brings together 2022/23 Emerging Artist soprano Zoe Drummond, a chorus, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, conducted by Susannah Wapshott.
Set in a striking desert landscape, the story follows a mysterious creature whose ethereal voice captures an audience of shoal sprites, exploring themes of artistry, crisis and hope.

Alex Reedijk, Scottish Opera General Director said: ‘Since Josefine premiered in 2024, it has been a joy to watch it captivate audiences around the world. We are proud to now share it with everyone, free of charge. This project is a wonderful example of our commitment to pushing creative boundaries and making music accessible to all.’

Director Antonia Bain said: ‘Samuel Bordoli and I started working on Josefine back in 2020 and seeing the film come to life has been a dream come true. Following a thrilling global journey from outdoor screens in Vienna to independent cinemas in New York and Venice—as well as closer to home in Edinburgh and Glasgow—we are delighted that everyone can now enjoy it online.

‘Kafka’s story, first written in the 1920s is still incredibly potent as here we are in 2026 with the arts still fighting to survive in times of war, political unrest and cuts. He really pokes at our society and relationships in a way that will always be relevant and intriguing.

‘I love creating opera beyond the stage but I really believe that for it to work on screen, it has to be designed for exactly that, and as you can do practically anything with animation, it was imperative that we started a new opera and stayed away from taking an existing piece and making it an animation.

‘I’ve found it incredibly rewarding to watch this animation connect so deeply with audiences all over the world, and I hope our online viewers find just as much joy in it.’

Josefine had its world premiere at the Film Festival in Vienna’s Rathausplatz in 2024, UK premiere at the Northampton Film Festival, and Scottish premiere at Glasgow Short Film Festival, both in 2025. It was screened at the Venice Biennale at the Palazzo del Cinema, and in 2024 at Messina Film Festival – Cinema & Opera, it was chosen from 1400 entries to receive the Emi Mammoliti Award for best short film. This award added to the growing list of laurels for Josefine which included being named Best Animation at Cannes Arts Film Fest, and, at Mannheim Arts and Film Festival, Winner for Best Family and Children Friendly where it also received an Honourable Mention in Animation. At FilMuzik Arts Festival in Italy, Josefine won the award for Best Animation and was named Best Animated Short at the Kaminari Film Festival in Japan.

Josefine is available to watch now for free at Josefine, an animated opera-short film | Scottish Opera, along with a Behind the Scenes of Josefine documentary. 

-ENDS- 

Josefine cast and creative team

Conductor 			Susannah Wapshott
Josefine			Zoe Drummond
Shoalsprites		Osian Wyn Bowen, Phil Gault, Jane Monari,
 Frances Morrison-Allen, Colin Murray, Sarah Power, 
Christian Schneeberger, Sarah Shorter 
The Orchestra of Scottish Opera
Written and created by 	Antonia Bain & Samuel Bordoli
Director			Antonia Bain
Animation Director		Sophie Bird
Executive Producer		Gemma Dixon 

www.scottishopera.org.uk  
You can follow Scottish Opera on BlueSky, Facebook, YouTube, Tik-Tok and Instagram @ScottishOpera 

Notes to Editors 	

Scottish Opera 
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland.’ Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, the 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera, and winner of the Arts & Culture category at the Inspiring City Awards 2026. 
Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible.
The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core.
Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere.

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact: Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
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