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PRESS RELEASE
 
16 July 2026

FREE PERFORMANCES OF SCOTTISH OPERA’S BE A SPORT, SPIKE! AT GLASGOW 2026 FESTIVAL 

This July and August, Scottish Opera presents free performances of the children’s opera, Be a Sport, Spike!, as part of Glasgow 2026 Festival which celebrates the return of the Commonwealth Games to the city. 

No ticket is required for these family friendly, 30-minute Pop-up Opera shows, on 22 July at Molendinar Community Centre, 31 July at Victoria Park Commonwealth Games Community Gala Festival, and 1 August at Glasgow Canal Quest at Stockingfield Bridge.  

Whether you are a seasoned fan or have never seen an opera before, these bite-sized, illustrated shows, supported by Glasgow 2026 Festival Fund, are designed to be welcoming, understandable, and open to everyone.
Glasgow 2026 Festival is a ten-week, city-wide invitation to gather, featuring spectacular new artworks, major cultural events, and many exciting opportunities to take part in sport, physical activity and fun workshops across every corner of the city. 

Be a Sport, Spike! by Karen MacIver and Ross Stenhouse, and directed by Darren Brownlie of River City fame, is brought to life by two singers and two instrumentalists, telling the story of Mike 'The Spike’ McTavish, the world’s greatest sportsman.   

It uses ten specially created illustrations to help the performers — storyteller Dani Heron, along with singers Holly Teague, Colin Murray, cellist Katy Bell and guitarists Sasha Savaloni and Luke Anderson— present the story. 

Scottish Opera’s Director of Outreach & Education, Jane Davidson MBE said: ‘Be a Sport, Spike! is being performed this summer as athletes from all over the world journey to Glasgow for the Commonwealth Games. Written for children and their families, we tell the story of how there is only one thing Spike – the world’s greatest all round sporting hero, can’t do, which is sing! Audiences will join Spike and his friends as he starts to exercise those vocal cords and finds out that a little perseverance can go a long way.’ 

There are other chances to catch free, indoor and outdoor, performances of Be a Sport, Spike!, which are not part of the Glasgow 2026 Festival, at Kinning Park Complex on 23 July, Provan Hall in Easterhouse on 24 July, Springburn Auditorium CIC on 25 July, Pollokshields Burgh Hall on 28 July, Barrowfield Community Centre on 29 July and The Pyramid on 30 July. 

Be a Sport, Spike! was originally commissioned for Festival 2018, the cultural programme surrounding the city’s hosting of the first ever European Championships. 

The Pop-up Opera tour this summer featured performances of A Little Bit of The Elixir of Love and A Little Bit of Rigoletto, as well as Be a Sport, Spike!, and visited Perth Festival of the Arts and Dumfries & Galloway Arts Festival, Tayport, Peebles, Mull, Connel, Fochabers, Stonehaven, New Stevenston, Edinburgh, Falkirk, Giffnock, Barrhead, Linlithgow, and Newtongrange. There were also free illustration workshops for children aged 4 to 8, at select venues, and free school performances in Perth, Dumfries & Galloway, Mull, Dundee, Aberdeenshire, Moray and North Lanarkshire. 
Pop-up Opera, supported by Friends of Scottish Opera, The Aberbrothock Skea Trust and JTH Charitable Trust, was originally inspired by Japanese storytellers who brought folk tales to villages, just as this tour does. 

More information and tickets are available from www.scottishopera.org.uk/pop-up-opera-2026 

www.scottishopera.org.uk 

You can follow Scottish Opera on Bluesky, Facebook, TikTok, YouTube and Instagram @ScottishOpera 

Cast and creative team 

Director			Darren Brownlie
Music Directors 		Derek Clark & Andrew Drummond Huggan 
Composer			Karen MacIver 
Storyteller                            	Dani Heron
Soprano 	                       Holly Teague 
Baritone                                 Ross Cumming & Colin Murray 
Cello                                       Katy Bell 
Guitar                                     Sasha Savaloni & Luke Anderson
Costume Supervisor 		Ailsa Munro
Illustrations by 		Iain Piercy 

Performance Diary (part of Glasgow 2026 Festival) 

Wed 22 July 
St Paul's Youth Forum at Molendinar Community Centre
2.30pm 

Fri 31 July
Victoria Park Commonwealth Games Community Gala Festival
12.15pm & 1.50pm

Sat 1 August
Glasgow Canal Quest at Stockingfield Bridge
2pm & 4pm

Other performances

Thu 23 July
Kinning Park Complex, Glasgow
11am & 2pm

Fri 24 July 
Provan Hall, Easterhouse
12pm & 3pm

Sat 25 July
Springburn Auditorium CIC
11am & 2pm

Tue 28 July
Pollokshields Burgh Hall, Glasgow
11am & 2pm
Wed 29 July 
Barrowfield Community Centre
10.30am

Thu 30 July
The Pyramid, Glasgow
2pm & 4pm 

Scottish Opera  
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland.’ Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera.  
Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible. 
The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core. 
Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere. 

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact: Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
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