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SCOTTISH OPERA’S PRIMARY SCHOOLS TOUR SETS SAIL WITH THE DRAGON OF THE WESTERN SEA 

Scottish Opera’s much-loved, annual Primary Schools Tour starts in February with The Dragon of the Western Sea, and a new digital version of the show is now available alongside the in-person tour. 

Running through the Spring and Summer terms, the tour visits schools all over Scotland as well as in Newcastle and helps teachers deliver aspects of A Curriculum for Excellence. It gives up to 100 P5-P7s the opportunity to be involved in a special performance day, during which a team of Scottish Opera Teaching Artists help them stage their own all-singing, all-dancing 30-minute show, with full rental of props and costumes. Alternatively, it can be facilitated entirely within the classroom by teachers themselves.

For both in-person and digital, schools are provided with high quality, online teaching resources in advance, including a teachers' support pack, to help introduce the songs from The Dragon of the Western Sea to pupils.

Last toured in 2018, The Dragon of the Western Sea was composed by Alan Penman with words by Ross Stenhouse, and tells the story of the exciting voyages of 14th century Chinese commander, Admiral Zheng He, who set sail with his vast fleet and 28,000 crew, from China to Indonesia, India, Arabia and the grasslands of Africa in search of trade, treaties and treasure.

When the great Dragon Throne Emperor of China, Zhu Di, has decided it is time his nation expanded its influence beyond the edge of the known world and into the mysterious Western Sea, he assembles his mighty ships and fills them with all the riches of China, enough to buy the gratitude and friendship of those unknown lands beyond the setting sun. Only one man could be trusted to lead such a dangerous and important mission, the great Admiral Zheng He, the Dragon of the Western Sea.

Scottish Opera’s children’s operas make learning fun and creative. Over the years, the Primary Schools Tour has inspired over 850,000 children across all 32 Local Authority areas in Scotland. 

The Dragon of the Western Sea forms part of a suite of Scottish Opera’s digital offerings for schools, which includes The Curse of MacCabbra Opera House, How The Dragon Was Made, Vikings! The Quest for the Dragon’s Treasure and The Tale o’ Tam o’ Shanter. 

This online delivery method — which includes Scottish Opera singers appearing on screen in classrooms to sing alongside the class — makes the project even easier and more affordable for teachers to engage with, particularly in those schools without specialist music teachers at primary level. 

With 50-plus years of experience in classrooms, Scottish Opera’s Outreach and Education Programme has developed this approach because it recognised that the in-person learning Primary Schools Tour experience reaches capacity very quickly each year, so a complementary strand of the programme has been created in the form of a set of exclusively online resources — so many more schools across Scotland can participate — and at a much lower cost per pupil. 

[bookmark: _Hlk213149951]Scottish Opera’s Director of Education and Outreach, Jane Davidson said: ‘With The Dragon of the Western Sea, the composer and librettist were inspired by this real-life story to create a dramatic tale of adventure on the high seas. The plot gives us a wonderful opportunity to introduce Scottish primary pupils to a different perspective on the age of discovery. Admiral He predated the journeys made by European explorers by many years. Using a blend of musical styles as well as key words and phrases from China, Africa and India, the opera provides a fascinating snapshot of the history and customs of other cultures in an appealing and accessible way.

‘We are delighted we have been able to re-imagine and expand the tour by offering a digital version of The Dragon of the Western Sea, to make it even more accessible and adaptable for all schools in Scotland to take part.’ 

The Dragon of the Western Sea tour is kindly supported by The David and June Gordon Memorial Trust, The Pear Tree Fund for Music, The W M Mann Foundation and Scottish Opera’s Education Angels.
 
For more information, visit Primary Schools Tour | Scottish Opera 

-ENDS- 

www.scottishopera.org.uk 
You can follow Scottish Opera on BlueSky, Instagram, Facebook, Tik-Tok and You Tube @ScottishOpera 


Creative Team

Music               						Alan Penman
Words              						Ross Stenhouse	
Costumes designed and made by              		Trish Kenny
Illustrator/Art Director (Resource pack animations) 	 	Iain Piercy
Stop Motion editor (Resource pack animations)    	Viola Madua
[bookmark: _Hlk215835933]Resource Pack content editor				Nicola Fisher & Julie Brown



Notes to Editors 

What has been said about past Primary School Tours:

"Many thanks to everyone involved for creating such memorable songs and effective dance routines. The lyrics were brilliant, perfectly incapsulating the most memorable parts of the original poem. I hope if I’m teaching P6 again next session that we get the opportunity to collaborate again."

"The materials sent out, and the video links made this so much easier to prepare for. The children, although small in number, felt mighty with the level of preparation they had. They went along feeling confident and successful."

"The impact this project has is huge. Children who you really don't expect to, always really enjoy taking part and it does wonders for confidence, broadening children's experiences in the arts."

[bookmark: _Hlk215835161]Performance diary 
5 February	 Broomhill Primary, Glasgow
6 February	Garrowhill Primary, Glasgow 
9 February 	Shawlands Primary, Glasgow 
10 & 11 February Clyde Primary, Glasgow
12 February, 	Clermiston Primary, Edinburgh 
13 February 	Mosshead Primary, East Dunbartonshire
17 February	Isle of Mull (Lochdonhead, Iona, Dervaig, Tobermory, Bunessan, Salen, Ulva)
18 February	Cowal (Dunoon, St. Mun’s)
19 February	Isle of Bute (North Bute, Rothesay, St. Andrew’s)
20 February	Helensburgh & Lomond (Rosneath, Hermitage, Luss)
23 February	Fox Covert and St Andrews Primary School, Edinburgh
24 February	Flora Stevenson Primary, Edinburgh
25 February	Stockbridge Primary, Edinburgh
26 February 	Linlithgow Primary School, West Lothian 
27 February	Carmyle Primary School, Glasgow 
2 March 	Dumfries & Galloway (Kirkcudbright, Gatehouse, Twynholm)
3 March	Dumfries & Galloway (Springholm, Shawhead, Lochrutton, Hardgate)
4 March	Dumfries & Galloway (Dalbeattie, Kinkgunzeon, Colvend)
5 March	Dumfries & Galloway (Castle Douglas)
6 March 	Dumfries & Galloway (Gelston, Crossmichael, Dalry, Kells)
9 March	Hopeman Primary, Moray 
10 March 	Linkwood Primary, Moray 
11 March	Keith Primary (and neighbouring schools), Moray (Rothiemay, St. Thomas, Newmill, 
Botriphnie)
12 March	Cluny Primary, Moray 
13 March 	Maisondieu Primary, Brechin 
23 March	Tayport Primary, Fife 
24 March	Ladybank and Pitlessie Primary, Fife 
25 March	St. Marys Primary, North Ayrshire
26 March 	Lowport Primary, West Lothian 
27 March 	Bankhead Primary, South Lanarkshire
30 March        Lanark Primary, South Lanarkshire
31 March	St Peter's Primary, Edinburgh
1 April		East Craigs Primary, Edinburgh
2 April		Wallacestone Primary, Falkirk 
20 April	Loreburn Primary School, Dumfries & Galloway 
21 April	St. Michael's Primary, Dumfries & Galloway
22 April	Laurieknowe Primary, Dumfries & Galloway
23 April	Calside Primary, Dumfries & Galloway
24 April 	Lockerbie Primary, Dumfries & Galloway
27 April	South Morningside Primary, Edinburgh 
28 April	Queensferry Primary, Edinburgh 
29 April 	Baljaffray Primary, East Dunbartonshire 
30 April	Langlees Primary, Falkirk 
1 May 		St Augustine’s, North Lanarkshire 
6 May 		Dunbeg Primary, Argyll & Bute 
7 May		Taynuilt Primary, Argyill & Bute
8 May 		Kirn Primary, Argyll & Bute 
11 May	Trinity Primary, Edinburgh 
12 May	Sciennes Primary School, Edinburgh 
13 May 	Machanhill Primary School, South Lanarkshire 
14 May 	St Elizabeth's Primary, South Lanarkshire
15 May 	Dollar Academy, Clackmannanshire 
18 May	Eaglesham Primary, East Renfrewshire
20 May 	Currie Primary School, Edinburgh
21 May	Dalry Primary, Edinburgh
22 May 	Blacklands Primary, North Ayrshire
25 May	Bishopmill Primary, Moray
26 May 	Aberlour Primary, Moray 
27 May	Albyn Primary, Aberdeen 
28 May 	Kellands Primary, Aberdeenshire 
1 June		Towerbank Primary, Edinburgh
2 June		Newton Primary, Scottish Borders
3 June		Corstorphine Primary, Edinburgh
4 June		East Calder Primary, West Lothian
5 June		Busby Primary, East Renfrewshire
8 June		Loanhead Primary, Midlothian
9 June		Roslin Primary, Midlothian
10 June	Kirkhill Primary, East Renfrewshire
11 June	St Cuthbert’s Primary, Glasgow  
15 June	Leith Primary, Edinburgh
17 June	St Mary’s RC Primary, Edinburgh 
18 June	Springfield Primary, West Lothian	
22 June	Fraserburgh South Park Primary, Aberdeen
23 June	Turriff Primary School, Aberdeen
24 June	Hazelhead Primary, Aberdeen
25 June	Airyhall Primary, Aberdeen  
26 June 	Airyhall Primary, Aberdeen 
29 June	Hotspur Primary, Newcastle
30 June	Craigside Primary & Chillingham Road Primary, Newcastle
1 July 		West Jesmond Primary, Newcastle
2 July		Ravenswood Primary, Newcastle 
3 July		Benton Park Primary, Newcastle

Scottish Opera 
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland.’ Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera. 
Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible.
The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core.
Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere.

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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For additional press details please contact:
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511, emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk
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