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1 September 2026 


SIR DAVID MCVICAR BRINGS HIS VISIONARY STORYTELLING TO PUCCINI’S EPIC OPERA, TURANDOT, THIS AUTUMN 

Sir David McVicar returns to Scottish Opera this autumn to stage a new, visually opulent production of Turandot, marking a 30-year creative partnership with the Company. 

This co-production with Irish National Opera, conducted by acclaimed Scottish Opera Music Director Stuart Stratford, opens on 22 October at Theatre Royal Glasgow and transfers to Festival Theatre Edinburgh on 11 November. McVicar confronts the darkness, power, and trauma in Puccini’s work head-on, refusing to excuse the opera’s difficult questions about desire, suffering and abuse of power, discovering something in it that is genuinely moving and relevant for our times.

Turandot was premiered 100 years ago in Milan, and these performances mark the UK staged premiere of Franco Alfano’s original completion of the opera, without cuts or alterations. He was nominated by Puccini to finish the piece when he was aware that he would not be able to complete the opera before his untimely death. 

Danish soprano Trine Bastrup Møller makes her Company debut in the role of Princess Turandot, who challenges her suitors to answer three riddles correctly, or else they will be executed. She is joined by Victor Starsky as Calaf, Insung Sim as Timur (shared with Graeme Broadbent), Scottish Opera favourites Hye-Youn Lee as Liù and Jamie MacDougall as Emperor Altoum, and The Chorus and The Children’s Chorus of Turandot. In 2025, Scottish Opera inaugurated a dedicated Children’s Chorus for those taking their first steps on stage, instilling a lifelong love of opera and establishing a dedicated pool of confident young performers in Primaries 1 to 4, for Company productions.

Set Designs are by Charles Edwards, whose surreal, otherworldly sets and props take inspiration from influences as wide-ranging as David Lean’s film of Dickens’ Great Expectations, especially the eternal bride, Miss Havisham, the gothic splendour of the movies Interview with the Vampire, Cabaret and The Shining, and the decaying grandeur of abandoned vaudeville music halls and theatres. 

Costume Designs are by Doey Lüthi, Lighting Designs are by Ben Pickersgill, Sound Design is by Andy Pink, and the Choreographer is Gareth Mole. 

Turandot reunites the creative team behind Scottish Opera’s 2023 production of Puccini’s Il trittico, which won Outstanding achievement in Opera at the Critics’ Circle Awards, and was praised by the press, including The Stage, which called it 'a staging of extraordinary accomplishment and cohesion.’ 

Set in the 1930s at a wedding feast that never ends, this production of Turandot is inspired by the 18th century commedia dell'arte play by Carlo Gozzi and features the iconic aria ‘Nessun dorma’. 

Director Sir David McVicar, who first worked with the Company directing Idomeneo in 1996 said: ‘Turandot is a very complicated piece, and an extraordinary, fantastical story. It is fraught with racial stereotyping and questionable sexual politics. As a piece that was written in the 1920s, it is discussing a fascist state, and a society predicated on the wishes and desires of one individual, which makes it very interesting for our time right now. There are so many issues at play here, and we must also bear in mind that this is a fairytale, a fable, about relationships between men and women. 

‘We are doing the Alfano One ending because it solves so many of the problems of the sexual politics of Turandot. It’s about Turandot making up her own mind about what she wants, which totally changes the dynamic of the story and the characters, and it becomes so much more interesting as a piece of theatre. There’s a redemption for Turandot and Calaf, and an unlocking. It suddenly becomes a much more beautiful opera if you perform every note as it was created.’ 

Scottish Opera Music Director Stuart Stratford said: ‘Opera companies very rarely perform the Alfano One ending, so we are making a huge statement by taking it on. Scottish Opera recorded it to great acclaim in 1990 featuring the soprano Josephine Barstow, but we have not performed it since. Combined with Sir David’s direction, and Charles’ design, brought to life by Scottish Opera’s talented makers, this promises to be the Turandot of a lifetime.’

Audiences also have the chance to help bring Turandot to life by supporting its ‘Play A Supporting Role’ campaign.

The Play A Supporting Role campaign offers a chance to be part of the magic of this incredible opera by personally sponsoring a prop, character, or a favourite piece of music, directly funding the craftsmanship and talent seen on stage. These range from Princess Turandot’s hand sewn robes, made by members of Scottish Opera’s highly skilled costume department, to the dazzling Golden Throne and the poignant notes of ‘Nessun dorma’. 

Scottish Opera General Director, Alex Reedijk said: ‘We owe an immense debt of gratitude to our donors, whose extraordinary generosity is crucial in helping us fully realise Turandot—our most ambitious stage production in years. 
‘Those who donate have the chance to become part of the creative journey of Turandot. Their names will be printed inside the official production programme, they will receive personal invites to free tours of our workshops during rehearsals and private behind-the-scenes events, as well as limited edition prints to commemorate this theatrical milestone.’ 
Those who wish to discover more about how this production was created can attend Pre-show Talks in Glasgow and Edinburgh, which delve into the detail of the opera. Tickets are free but should be booked in advance. Audience members with a visual impairment can enjoy the full opera experience at Audio-described performances, which have a live commentary describing the action on stage without compromising the music. At these performances, there are also free Touch Tours of the set, and a live audio introduction before the start of the performance
Turandot is kindly supported by Scottish Opera's Play a Supporting Role appeal and Dunard Fund. 

Tickets for Turandot are available here: Puccini's Turandot | Scottish Opera 

Find out more about the Turandot Play a Supporting Role campaign at Play a Supporting Role | Scottish Opera 

-ENDS-
www.scottishopera.org.uk 
You can follow Scottish Opera on BlueSky, Instagram, Facebook, TikTok and YouTube @ScottishOpera 

Turandot Creative Team

Conductor				Stuart Stratford
Director				Sir David McVicar
Sets & Props Designer                	Charles Edwards
Costume Designer			Doey Lüthi 
Lighting Designer			Ben Pickersgill
Sound Designer			Andy Pink
Choreographer			Gareth Mole 

Cast 

Princess Turandot			Trine Bastrup Møller
Calaf					Victor Starsky
Liù					Hye-Youn Lee
Timur					Insung Sim/Graeme Broadbent 
Emperor Altoum			Jamie MacDougall
Ping					Josef Jeongmeen Ahn
Pang					Aled Hall 
Pong					Luvo Maranti
Mandarin				Daniel Barrett 

Performance diary
 
Theatre Royal Glasgow
22, 28, 31 October, 7.15pm 
4 & 7 November, 7.15pm 
25 October, 3pm 
Audio-description and Touch Tour, 25 October 
Pre-show talk, 31 October

Festival Theatre Edinburgh
11, 14, 17, 19 November, 7.15pm
22 November, 3pm 
Audio-description and Touch Tour, 22 November
Pre-show talk, 14 November 

Notes to Editors

For additional press details please contact:
Emily Henderson, Press Manager, 0141 242 0511 emily.henderson@scottishopera.org.uk


Scottish Opera 
Scottish Opera is Scotland’s national opera company and largest performing arts organisation. The Company was founded in 1962 by Sir Alexander Gibson ‘to lay the treasures of opera at the feet of the people of Scotland.’ Repertoire ranges across five centuries, from the earliest operas to newly commissioned world premieres. For mainstage and concert productions, the Company collaborates with the world’s finest singers and creatives, The Orchestra of Scottish Opera, and choruses for each opera. It co-produces work with companies including The Metropolitan Opera (New York), Opéra-Comique (Paris), and Adelaide Festival (Australia). Recent accolades include a South Bank Sky Arts Award, Scottish Award for New Music, 2017 UK Theatre Award, 2020 RPS Award, 2023 International Opera Award nomination, and 2023 Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Achievement in Opera. 
Presenting world-class opera at every scale, Scottish Opera is a trailblazer in community arts including ‘community opera’ combining chorus members of all backgrounds with a professional chorus, soloists, and The Orchestra of Scottish Opera. Productions include Pagliacci in Paisley (2018), Candide in Glasgow (2022), and Oedipus Rex at the Edinburgh International Festival (2024). The extensive touring programme ensures performances of Pop-up Opera and Opera Highlights are within reach of as many of Scotland’s dispersed population as possible.
The Company’s Outreach & Education programme, the longest running in Europe, includes in-person and digital Primary Schools Tours, enabling children to perform their own specially commissioned piece. Around 120 schools and 12,000 pupils take part in the live tour each year. The Emerging Artist programme gives early-career professionals comprehensive training for today’s opera industry. Breath Cycle, a pioneering initiative for those living with lung conditions, won the 2025 Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Scottish Opera aims to be inclusive through the availability of free and subsidised tickets, audio-described performances, and Access performances with Dementia Friendly values at their core.
Worldwide audiences can experience Scottish Opera through recordings. Recent audio recordings featuring The Orchestra of Scottish Opera include Utopia, Limited (NAXOS 2025), The Seal Woman (Retrospect Opera 2025), and Shamus O’Brien (Retrospect Opera 2024). The Company’s 2021 production of The Gondoliers is available on BBC iPlayer, and the 2025 production of Trial by Jury / A Matter of Misconduct! is available on OperaVision worldwide (both productions filmed live at Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre). Josefine, by Samuel Bordoli and Antonia Bain, is the UK’s first newly commissioned opera for animation; it has won numerous awards at international film festivals since its July 2024 world premiere.

Scottish Opera is core funded by The Scottish Government.
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